
Art Studios
Natural Loose Parts
� Acorns
� Bamboo
� Bark
� Catalpa pods
� Cinnamon sticks
� Corn husks
� Driftwood
� Eucalyptus pods
� Flowers (dried)
� Leaves
� Oak galls
� Palm tree bark
� Pine cones
� Pine needles
� Rocks
� Sea beans
� Sea glass
� Seashells
� Seedpods
� Sticks
� Stones
� Sycamore balls
� Tree cookies
� Twigs

Textiles
� Burlap
� Carpet samples
� Fabric squares
� Raffia
� Ribbon
� Shoelaces
� String
� Twine
� Yarn
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Tiles
� Ceramic
� Colored
� Glass
� Mosaic
� Natural
� Pebbles
� Pool
� Porcelain
� River
� Rock
� Slate
� Stone
� Subway
� Wall

Metal Loose Parts
� Embroidery hoops
� Film reels
� Keys
� Lids
� Metal caps
� Napkin rings
� Nuts and bolts
� Rings
� Washers

Wood Loose Parts
� Beads
� Clothespins
� Corks
� Craft sticks
� Embroidery hoops
� Floor samples
� Napkin rings
� Picture frame samples
� Scrap wood
� Thread spools

Plastic Loose Parts
� Beads
� Bottle caps
� CD cases
� Coffee stirrers
� Corrugated sheets
� Cups
� Cylinders
� Film canisters
� Film spools
� Marker caps
� Napkin rings
� Pipe
� Pipe fittings
� Tape reels
� Tubes
� Zip ties

Sound Gardens 
Sound-Making Loose Parts 
and Accessories
� Baking sheets
� Baking pans
� Angel food cake pans
� Bread pans
� Bundt pans
� Cake pans (round)
� Cannoli form tubes
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	� Loaf pans
	� Muffin pans
	� Pie pans
	� Roasting pans
	� Springform pans
	� Tart rings
	� Tube pans

	� Buckets 
	� Canning rings
	� Colanders 
	� Cooling racks
	� Drainage pipe (corrugated)
	� Gourds 
	� Metal roof panels 
	� Metal trays 
	� Nana bells
	� Pots
	� Saucepans
	� Serving trays 
	� Tin cans of various sizes
	� Trash can lids 
	� Trash cans (metal and 

rubber)
	� Wind chimes 
	� Wooden bowls

Striking Utensils (wood and 
metal)

	� Bamboo pieces
	� Dowels
	� Ladles 
	� Mashers 
	� Mesh strainers
	� Paint stirrers 
	� Pasta servers 
	� Slotted spoons 
	� Spatulas
	� Splatter guards
	� Spoons 
	� Sticks 

	� Strainers 
	� Tongs
	� Whisks (ball, balloon, flat, 

sauce)

Mud Kitchens 
	� Canisters 
	� Colanders
	� Creamer pitchers (metal)
	� Dirt
	� Mixing bowls
	� Mortar and pestle sets
	� Muffin tins
	� Pancake turners 
	� Potato mashers
	� Pots and pans (all types)
	� Skillets and saucepans 
	� Spatulas 
	� Spoons (wooden, metal, 

slotted)
	� Strainers
	� Tin cans
	� Water jugs with spigots
	� Whisks

Large-Motor and 
Construction Zones

	� Barrels 
	� Bed risers 
	� Benches 
	� Boulders 
	� Corrugated pipe
	� Cove molding (2' to 4' lengths) 
	� Drainpipes
	� Driftwood
	� Ladders (small)
	� Logs 
	� Milk crates
	� Pallets 
	� Platforms 

	� Pulley system
	� PVC pipe (black) (4" or 6" 

in diameter cut into 6", 9", 
and 12" pieces)

	� Redwood blocks (4" x 4" posts 
cut into 4", 8", 12" lengths)

	� Rocks (large)
	� Rope 
	� Sandbags 
	� Sawhorses (mini)
	� Tin cans 
	� Tires (bicycle, car, truck)
	� Tree blocks 
	� Tree trunks
	� Wood cable spools 
	� Wood crates
	� Wood planks (narrow: 6" x 

8'–10' and wide: 1' x 6'–8') 
	� Wood scraps 

Trajectory Zones
Inclines

	� Cardboard 
	� Cardboard or wood cove 

molding (1', 2', 3', and 4' 
lengths) 

	� Carpet tubes 
	� Perforated drainage pipe 
	� PVC tubes (black, white, 

clear)
	� Rain gutters (vinyl)
	� Rubber base molding 
	� Wood ramps 

Bases to Support Inclines
	� Barrels 
	� Boulders 
	� Cement blocks 
	� Crates 
	� Pallets
	� Sandbags (mini)
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	� Sawhorses (mini)
	� Tree trunks 
	� Wood frames with dowels
	� Wood frames with rope
	� Wooden spools 

Exploring Trajectory: Things 
That Roll 

	� Balls of all types (whiffle, 
handball, plastic baseball, 
ball pit balls, wooden) 

	� Canning rings 
	� Felted balls 
	� Hula-Hoops 
	� Maple rings
	� Napkin rings 
	� Pine cones
	� PVC pipe (4", 8", and 12" pieces)
	� Spools 
	� Stones 
	� Tires 
	� Tree cookies
	� Velcro hair rollers 
	� Wheels 

Exploring Trajectory: Things 
That Pour

	� Dirt 
	� Gravel 
	� Sand 
	� Water

Sand Zones
Digging Tools

	� Kitchen utensils 
	� Scoops (metal)
	� Shovels 
	� Spades 
	� Spoons (metal) 
	� Sticks 

Natural Resources
	� Abalone shells 

	� Bark
	� Coconut shells 
	� Rocks (large)
	� Scallop shells
	� Seashells 
	� Stones (small and large)
	� Tree stumps
	� Wood  

Sand Zone Materials
	� Containers (weather resis-

tant and in various shapes 
and sizes) 

	� Funnels 
	� Gutters 
	� Metal buckets (various sizes)
	� Muffin tins
	� Pie pans
	� Pipes 
	� Ramps 
	� Sheets of heavy plastic for 

building lakes, rivers, and 
dams

	� Sieves 
	� Tin cans
	� Trucks, diggers, bulldozers 
	� Tubes 

Water Zones
Fill-and-Empty Materials

	� Buckets 
	� Containers with narrow 

openings
	� Containers with wide and 

narrow openings
	� Dry measuring cups
	� Graduated cylinders 
	� Ladles 
	� Liquid measuring cups

Trajectory Materials
	� Bamboo water pipe
	� Basters

	� Clear tubing 
	� Colanders 
	� Containers with holes
	� Funnels of various sizes
	� Hand pump 
	� Pipettes 
	� Pitchers 
	� Rain gutters 
	� Sieves 
	� Spray bottles
	� Squeeze bottles
	� Strainers
	� Watering cans 

Transforming Materials
	� Dish detergent 
	� Ice 
	� Liquid watercolor 
	� Paintbrushes 
	� Paint rollers
	� Scrub brushes
	� Sponges 

Rotating Materials 
	� Egg beaters 
	� Water wheels
	� Whisks 

Connecting and 
Disconnecting Materials

	� Clear tubing
	� Connectors 
	� Funnels 
	� Pipe tubes

Natural Materials
	� Corks
	� Driftwood
	� Rocks
	� Seashells
	� Twigs 
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