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Chapter 6: Putting Academic Learning in Its Place 
Beginning Reflections
Read each of the writing prompts below. Use the space provided to record your thoughts and 

ideas.

1.	 Think back on your earliest memories of excitement about learning. Maybe you were 

sitting on your grandma’s lap reading along with her as she read your favorite book over 

and over again. Perhaps you were pretending to be a scientist and mixing dirt and water 

to make mud. Or maybe you were pretending to be a biologist and were fascinated by 

the insects you studied in your yard. Maybe you were feeling proud because you could 

count the candles on your birthday cake. Record those memories here:
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2.	 Now think back about your formal school experiences. What did school offer you that 

strengthened your identity as an eager learner? What experiences undermined your 

eagerness to learn?

3.	 How can these early learning experiences influence your work with children?
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